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December 30, 2022 
 
The Honorable J.B. Pritzker   
Governor of Illinois  
State Capital Room 207  
Springfield, IL  62706-0001 
 
 
Dear Governor J.B. Pritzker,  
 
Pursuant to the 330 ILCS 45/8, of the Veterans and Service Members, Military Veterans Act, it 
is with great pleasure that I submit the Veterans Assistance Commission of Cook County’s 
FY2022 Annual Report to you.   
 
The Veterans Assistance Commission of Cook County takes pride in being the only Veteran 
specific department, per state statute, within the county that is charged with providing 
immediate emergency financial hardship assistance to Cook County Veterans and their 
families.  
 
In FY2022, a total of $269,254.67 was disbursed in financial assistance to provide direct relief 
to our Cook County Veterans experiencing financial and economic hardships. The emergency 
financial services provided by the Veterans Assistance Commission of Cook County positively 
impacted the lives of a total of one thousand, four-hundred and forty-five Cook County 
Veteran residents. A baseline that we look forward to surpassing in the coming year by 
providing even more financial assistance, systems advocacy and relative programs to the 
Veteran residents and their families within Cook County, Illinois.  
 

I would like to thank you for your continued support to our department and the Veterans and 
their families that we dedicate ourselves to serve. 
 
 
 
 
Elizabeth D. Soto  
Superintendent  
Veterans Assistance Commission of Cook County  
1100 S. Hamilton Ave., Suite C-O11, (Lower Level) 
Chicago, Illinois 60612 
Vaccc@cookcountyil.gov 
https://www.facebook.com/VACofCookCounty 

mailto:Vaccc@cookcountyil.gov
https://www.facebook.com/VACofCookCounty
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
The Veterans Assistance Commission of Cook County was created under the VETERANS AND 

SERVICE MEMBERS (330 ILCS 45/) Military Veterans Assistance Act. The Act outlines the 

purpose and overall mission of the Veterans Assistance Commission: 

 
 “…For the just, necessary, and needed assistance and services of military veterans, who 
served in the Armed Forces of the United States and whose last discharge from the service 
was honorable or general under honorable conditions, to be eligible for assistance, their 
families, and the families of deceased veterans with service as described in this Section who 
need assistance and services...” 
 
(330 ILCS 45/2 (From Ch. 23, par. 3082 Sec. 2 (Public Act 102-0732 revisions passed 5/6/2022 
Effective Date January 1, 2023)  
 
 
Additionally, the Veterans Assistance Commission of Cook County (VACCC) is regulated by the 

VACCC Membership By-Laws. These By-Laws, provide added guidance on the relationship 

between the VACCC office, the office Superintendent, the Executive Board and Membership.  

 

The Veterans Assistance Commission of Cook County Office Policies and Procedures set office 

practice standards and operating procedures for the disbursement of services and financial 

benefits to eligible Veterans.  

 

The Inter-Governmental Agreement (IGA) is set forth by the mutual agreement between the  

Cook County Bureau of Administration, the Veterans Assistance Commission of Cook County  

Board, Membership Body, and the Office Superintendent. The current IGA provides specific 

parameters for the granted funds to the Veterans Assistance Commission of Cook County by 

the Cook County Bureau of Administration upon approval by the Cook County Commissioners  

Veterans Committee and is an agreement between all participating parties that is subject to 

rules, regulations, administrative procedures and/or audit reviews as are necessary.  
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ORGANIZATIONAL OVERVIEW 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Veterans Assistance Commission of Cook County is a unique organization that is 

comprised of two separate bodies:  

• The Non-for Profit, Veterans Assistance Commission of Cook County Executive Board 

and Membership Body (501c-3) that is comprised of Federally and State Chartered 

Veteran Service Organizations throughout Cook County, Illinois  

& 

• The Social welfare, Veterans Assistance Commission of Cook County operational office 

for distribution of Benefits and Services provided directly to Cook County, Illinois 

Veteran residents, and their immediate family members (501c4).  

Both entities annually register independently with the Illinois Secretary of the State and  

operate collectively to concentrate on one main objective: providing immediate emergency  

financial hardship assistance, outreach and connecting local social service organizations with  

Veterans and their families in need. 
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EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS AND 

MEMBERSHIP ORGANIZATIONS  
 

Executive Board Members: 

 

Commander    Kevin Barzscz  

Senior Vice Commander  Robert Arciola 

Junior Vice Commander  Frank Gutierrez 

Finance Officer   Michael Chyterbok  

 

 

Membership Organizations: 

 

American Legion 9th District  Delegate - Greg Jacobs 
     Alternate - Les Montag  
 
American Legion Post 87  Delegate – Kenneth G. Smith  
     Alternate – Dr. Willie Mack  
 
American Legion Post 310   Delegate – Richard Lesniewicz 
     Alternate – Anita Lesniewicz 
 
American Legion Post 335  Delegate – Lorenzo Fiorentino  
     Alternate – Richard Wojewnik  
 
American Legion Post 488  Delegate – Walter Watts 
     Alternate – Anthony Ward  
 
American Legion Post 525  Delegate – Brian Mulcrone  
     Alternate – William Starr  
 
American Legion Post 615  Delegate – Ken McClory  
     Alternate – John Kaminecki 
 
American Legion Post 623  Delegate – Paul Knudtson 
     Alternate – Daniel Pappas 
 
American Legion Post 777  Delegate – John A. Schmit  
     Alternate – Donald J. Jenkinson 
 
 
American Legion Post 915  Delegate – Gary Whyte  
     Alternate – Charles Patton  
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EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS AND 

MEMBERSHIP ORGANIZATIONS CONTINUED 
 

American Legion Post 923  Delegate – Clemente Rodriguez  
     Alternate – George Mulvaney  
 
American Legion Post 943  Delegate – John Steciw  
     Alternate – Michael Chyterbok  
 
American Legion Post 974  Delegate – Anthony Siciliano  
     Alternate – George Horn  
 
American Legion Post 1976 Delegate – VACANT 
     Alternate – Sixto Mariscal 
 
American Legion Post 1983  Delegate – Josefina Frances 
      Alternate – Maureen Magnifico  
 
AMVETS Post 66    Delegate – James Schultz 
     Alternate – John (Dutch) DeGroot 
 
AMVETS Post 247    Delegate – Dion Bush  
     Alternate – Jerry Thomas 
 
Chicago Veterans    Delegate – Frank Gutierrez 
     Alternate – Kevin Barszcz 
 
CVO      Delegate – Larry Nazimek  
     Alternate – Russell Hopkins  
 
Jewish War Veterans    Delegate – Dr. Jerry Field  
     Alternate – VACANT  
 
Marine Corps League Det. 072 Delegate – Darnell Myatt 
     Alternate – George Mulvaney  
 
Montford Point Marines   Delegate – Sharon Stokes  
     Alternate – Henry Cheatham  
 
NWVU    Delegate – Rochelle Crump  
     Alternate – Joann Williams  
 
PVA     Delegate – Robert Arciola   
     Alternate – Vacant     
  
UAV     Delegate – Michael Chyterbok  
     Alternate – Peter Bencak  
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EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS AND 

MEMBERSHIP ORGANIZATIONS CONTINUED 
 

 
VFW 4th District   Delegate – John “Dutch” DeGroot 
     Alternate – Thomas J. McMahon  
 
VFW Post 311   Delegate – Bill Browne  
     Alternate – Aretha Spurlock  
 
VFW Post 981   Delegate – Timothy Delaney 
     Alternate – Matthew Voss 
 
VFW Post 1337   Delegate – Wayne Kern 
     Alternate – Albert N. Hopfer  
 
VFW Post 2791   Delegate – Robert Welch  
     Alternate – David J. Dohm  
 
VFW Post 3579   Delegate – Ramon Prieto  
     Alternate – Tom Davidson  
 
VFW Post 5979   Delegate – Shawn Schroeder 
     Alternate – David Ruiz  
 
VFW Post 8322   Delegate – Paul J. Bezazian  
     Alternate – Kevin Barszcz  
 
VFW Post 9284   Delegate – Art Ellingson  
     Alternate – Wallace Campbell  
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OFFICE SUMMARY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Veterans Assistance Commission of Cook County Office 

 

The Veterans Assistance Commission of Cook County office is located within the Cook County  

Temporary Juvenile Detention Center Building (1100 S. Hamilton Ave. C-011 Lower Level,  

Chicago, Il. 60612).  

 

In FY22 the Veterans Assistance Commission of Cook County Office was manned by four, full-

time staff members: 

• Executive Assistant/Office Manager/ Assistance Coordinator  

Vanessa Meadows  

January 2022-December 2022 

 

• Finance Officer/Records Manager/Assistance Coordinator  

Peter Bencak 

January 2022-December 2022 

 

• Communications and Outreach Coordinator/Assistance Coordinator  

Elizabeth D. Soto  

January 2022-September 2022 
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OFFICE SUMMARY CONTINUED  
 

• Interim Superintendent 

Dr. Willie Mack  

January 2022-September 2022 

 

• Superintendent  

Elizabeth D. Soto  

September 2022-December 2022 

 

These staff members were charged with providing the direct, emergency financial assistance 

and outreach from the VACCC office, for the entire Veteran population in Cook County, 

Illinois.  In FY22, there were approximately 550,000+ Veterans that resided in the entire State 

of Illinois. Out of that approximation, over one fourth of the entire State of Illinois Veteran 

population (170,000+) were identified as Veteran residents of Cook County, Illinois.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Veterans by State 2022. https://worldpopulationreview.com 

 

 

Cook County continuously holds the title for having the most Veteran residents over every 

other county in the entire State of Illinois. 

 

 

https://worldpopulationreview.com/
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EMERGENCY FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE  

 

The following services were rendered to those eligible and qualified Cook County Veterans:  

  

• Rental/ Mortgage Assistance: Up to $1,500.00 in emergency financial assistance 

• Utility Bill Assistance (Electric, Water and/or Gas): Up to $550.00 in emergency 

financial assistance 

• Emergency Food Assistance: A $100.00 Aldi store gift card plus, an additional $100.00 

Aldi store gift card is also provided to each of the Veteran’s qualifying dependent(s) (if 

applicable) 

• Public Transportation Assistance: Free CTA and/or Pace, 7 day or Single day 

transportation cards  

• Funeral/ Burial Assistance: Up to $1,500.00 in emergency financial assistance 

• Records: Assistance with applying for and obtaining free certified copies of a Veterans 

DD214 and/or Certified copies of their Cook County Birth Certificate, Cook County 

Marriage License, or a Veterans Cook County Death Certificate from the Vitals Records 

Department of the Cook County Clerk’s office.   

• Uniform Assistance: A $100.00 Gift Card to Walmart for Cook County Veterans in need 

of basic uniform clothing for employment   

• Partner Organization Assistance: Additional, free, in-house subsidized housing 

assistance, car repair, mental health, family counseling, education, childcare needs, VA 

Claims, job readiness training, resume writing, employment search and TANF linkage 

assistance provided by our various committed partnership organizations.  
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EMERGENCY FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

CONTINUED 

• Programs: With a generous donation from the Marine Corps Toys for Tots Program, 

the Veterans Assistance Commission of Cook County created a Holiday Event, which, 

provided many Cook County Veteran resident families with toys for their children for 

the holiday season.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• With support from our ongoing partnership with the Goodman Theatre, many Veteran 

families were presented with free tickets to various performances of the, A Christmas 

Carol.  
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PARTNERSHIP ORGANIZATIONS 
 

 

• Aldi Grocery 

• Chicago V.A. Regional Office 

• City of Berwyn Mayor’s Office 

• City of Chicago Park District 

• City of Chicago Police Department 25th 

District Subcommittee 

• Commonwealth Edison 

• Cook County Assessor’s Office 

• Des Plaines Chamber of Commerce 

• Goodman Theatre 

• Help Heal Veterans 

• Illinois Department of Veterans Affairs  

• Marine Corps Toys For Tots Program  

• Nicor Gas Company  

• Of Color, Inc.  

• State of Illinois Department of 

Employment Security   

• Town of Cicero Military Families 

• V.A. Community Resource and Referral 

Center 

• Vet Center - Chicago Heights 

• Ventra CTA/ PACE 

• Volunteers of America 

• Blue Star Families Chicago Chapter 

• City of Berwyn’s Park District 

• City of Berwyn’s Police Department 

• City of Chicago Police Lodge 7 

• City of Chicago Water Department 

• Cook County Clerk’s Office  

• Costco 

• Don Doty Georgia Doty Health  

• Edward J. Hines Jr. V.A. Hospital  

• Illinois Joining Forces  

• Innervoice  

• Jesse Brown V.A. Hospital  

• National Personnel Records Center 

• Office of the Chief Judge| Illinois 

Circuit Court of Cook County| 

Veterans Treatment Court  

• State of Illinois Attorney General’s 

Office 

• UniteUs  

• Vet Center – Chicago  

• Veteranos Combatiendo el Suicidio 

Coalicion 

• Vietnam War Commemorative Partner 

   

 

https://www.cookcountycourt.org/ABOUT-THE-COURT/Problem-Solving-Courts/Veterans-Treatment-Court
https://www.cookcountycourt.org/ABOUT-THE-COURT/Problem-Solving-Courts/Veterans-Treatment-Court
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FINANCIAL OVERVIEW 
 

In FY2022, the Veterans Assistance Commission expended over fifty percent ($269,254.67) of 

the total budget ($471,270.00) towards providing, impactful, direct emergency financial 

assistance to 1,145 Cook County Veterans and their families.  

• $86,847.38 was expended towards Veterans past due or first month rent/mortgage 

payments. This assistance relieved many Veterans from evictions, foreclosures and for 

ninety Veterans and their families, secured safe housing. 

  

•   $46,300.00 was disbursed in emergency food assistance to deter three-hundred and 

forty-six Veterans from experiencing food insecurity.  

 

• $107,642.79 was provided in utility bill assistance (water, electric and/or gas) to three-

hundred and eleven Veterans who, with the assistance, were able to avoid utility shut-

offs.  

 

• $20,535.50 was provided to eight-Hundred and seventy-four Veterans who were 

assisted with two-thousand, seven-hundred and forty-five emergency transportation 

CTA and/or Pace cards.  

 

These bus cards provided Veterans with secure transport to and from their, medical 

appointments, current employment, plus, interviews for potential new employment 

opportunities, and various other social service appointments. 

 

• Additionally, five families of deceased Cook County Veterans were assisted with 

$7,490.00 to help with open and/or past due balances for the Veterans funeral/burial 

arrangements.  
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
 
FY2022 – OPERATIONAL EXPENSE  
DECEMBER 2021 – MAY 2022 
 

 

 

  



 

 

 

17 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS CONTINUED 
 

FY2022 – YTD OPERATIONAL EXPENSE  
JUNE 2022 – NOVEMBER 2022 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS CONTINUED 
 

FY2022 – YTD DISBURSEMENTS 
DECEMBER 2021 – NOVEMBER 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FY2022 – YTD RACE AND GENDER REPORT  
DECEMBER 2021 – NOVEMBER 2022 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS CONTINUED 
 

FY2022 – YTD By COOK COUNTY COMMISSIONER DISTRICT   
DECEMBER 2021 – NOVEMBER 2022 
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OUTLOOK SNAPSHOT FOR FY2023 

 
Many initiatives will be presented to permanently implement programs, services, and new 

employees in FY2023 that have proven successful in assisting Cook County Veterans and their 

families from the preceding year.  

 

• The Veterans Assistance Commission of Cook County will continue to establish new 

partnerships with alternate social service organizations and add new programs that 

focus on assistance to benefit the Veteran community with convenient access to 

additional community social services and aid. 

 

• Hiring new employees and creating new positions to accommodate the anticipated 

increased workload with the expansion of services for Veterans and their families 

applying for benefits. 

 

• Remodeled outreach will be performed to identify and focus on the underserved 

communities within Cook County, Illinois to pinpoint specific areas of concern that can 

be serviced by the VACCC office. 


